Concrete solufions, Meaningful tools. Real change.

STOP BLAMING MOTHERS

& IGNORING FATHERS
) How to transform
StOﬁ' the way we keep
Blammg children safe from
N[()'thers domestic violence
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What is the Safe & Together Model2

» A set of practice tools, principles, and concepts designed to
innovate how we approach domestic violence and children
= A commen language and framework to coordinate practice within
and across agencies and sectors
» A child-centered domestic violence framework that helps systems
align with protective parents and intervene with perpetrating
parents
= Asystems change method
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The Foundation

The Safe & Together Model is a perpetrator pattern-
based approach to domestic violence assessment

The perpetrator’s behaviour, not the relationship or
the survivor's behaviour, is the source of the
domestic violence child risk and safety concerns
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Global Leader/Local Partner

USA Canada
Alaska Oregon Manitoba
California Nebraska Ontario
Colorada New Jersey Maritimes
Delaware New Mexico
District of New York
Columbia North Carolina
Florida South Carolina
lowa Tennessee
Maryland Texas
Michigan Vermont
Minnesota Virginia
Ohio
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Global Leader/Local Partner

UK

Barnardos Scotland

20+ Local Authorities across Scotland
Ministry of Defence

Manchester & other cities

10+ London Boroughs

Scottish Women's Aid

£ Coppright 2024 Safe & Together situte, AN rights reseeved permission

Global Leader/Local Partner

Australic & New Z nd
Family Court of Australia Hong Kong
PATRICIA, Invisible Practices, Singapore
STACY projects Japan
Queensland

Waestern Australia

Northern Territory

Victoria

South Australia

New South Wales

Australia Capital Territory
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Mzth Definition

“Every myth presents itself as
an authoritative, factual

account, no matter how much
the narrated events are at
variance with ... ordinary

experience.”

bitfpssdwww. britennive. comAnpic/myl
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What is the Myth of the Child Witness?

The dominance of the idea
that the nexus between
domestic violence and
children is seeing and hearing
the violence and abuse
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What is Missing?

= The missing perpetrator of the violence

» The missing parental role

= Leaving out gender

« Grasping violence, missing coercive control

= Targets, weapons, & victims

= Children aren’t passive witnesses

* Intersectionalities matter

= Psychological impact is king (but maybe it shouldn't be)
« Babies make poor witnesses

= The parents don't live together anymore
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~ Making the Connection

Perpetrator’s

Pattern of
behavior

Actual Impact,
not just what
was seen or
heard

Child amil Survivor
Functioning Functioning
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Multiple Pathways to Harm

Perpetrator’s Pattern

» Coercive control toward adult survivor  Children's Trauma & Safety
« Actions taken to harm children

—

« Victim of physical abuse
= Seeing, hearing or learning about

the viclence
Effects on Family
Effect on Partner’s Ecology
Parenting - Loss ofincome
« Depression, PTSD, anxiety, + Housing instability
substance abuse « Loss of contact with
+ Loss of authority extended family
« Energy goes to + Educational and sacial
addressing perpetrator disruptions
instead of children Harm to Child

« Interference with day-to-

day routine and basic care « behavioral, Emotional, Social, Educational

+ Developmental
« Physical Injury
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Safe & Together Model

Instead of “Children witnesses to domestic violence” or Children
exposed to domestic violence”

Try using the phrase:
“Children impacted by domestic violence perpetrators’ behaviors”
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Safe & Together Model

If we want to bring the parenting role of the domestic violence
perpetrator into view, we can use the phrase:

“Domestic violence perpetration is a parenting choice.”
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Safe & Together Model

Instead of saying: “Children are at greater risk of experiencing future life difficulties as result of being
exposed lo domeslic violence in their home®

1t may be better to say:

*The fathar’s pattarn of abuse and control has disrupted the normal functioning of the children. His
bahavior has forced them to mava from the family home, miss days at school, and become discannected
from extanded family. This has resulted in the youngest child regressing in her developmant”
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Safe & Together Model

If we want to stop ignoring fathers' roles in the live of their children we can say:

“Fathers' choices and behaviors, good or bad (including abuse and violence)
matter to child, partner and family functioning.
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Safe & Together Model

Instead of asking the question:
“Did the child witness the violence?”

We can ask:

“How was the functioning of the child, the other parent, the
family impacted by the perpetrator’s pattern of coercive control
and actions to harm the child?
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Benefits

It increases perpetrator accountability by:

= Making the perpetrator visible, showing them as an active, choice
making person with a parental responsibility for the safety and well-
being of children.

» Assessing for both child maltreatment and partner abuse behaviors in
the same person

* More comprehensively and accurately naming pathways to the harm
associated with a perpetrator's pattern.

+ Increasing accountability for fathers who are abusive by tying back to
the perpetrators’ harms to children that often are blamed on the mother,
e.g., missed doctor's appointments, unstable housing, truancy and child
behavioral issues.
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Behavioral Expectations
Connecting change to the children

= Child Safety?2

= Child Healing from Trauma?

= Child Stability and Nurturance?
= Improved Family Functioning?

= Reparations?
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Engaging with the Safe &
Together Institute

Purchase “Stop Blaming Mothers & Ignoring Fathers: How
to fransform the way we keep children safe from
domestic viclence"

Take ecourses on our Virtual Academy
academy.safeandtogetherinstitute.com

Subscribe to our web-based Perpetrator Pattern
Mapping Tool through our Virtual Academy

Contact us for remote or in person training opportunities
for organizations, communities

Attend one of our conferences
« Listen to our podcast “Partnered with a Survivor”

« Sign up for our mailing list to get updates on events,
trainings, free webinars and more...
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2 Mapping !he;P'érpetrotol's Pattern:
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Extend Your Learning:
Virtual Academy Course Catalog

The Safe & Together Institute’s Virtual Academy delivers innovative
and high-quality e-courses and virtual and blended trainings for child
welfare, domestic violence, human services, and other professionals.

Recommended Courses:
* Multiple Pathways to Harm
* CORE

Recommended Resource:
Perpetrator Pattern Mapping Tool
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A Safe & Together Institute Conference

North America & Europe

Conference . ’
c .ve .
Control

& Children

Fully Virtual! Registration Open Now!
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STOP BLAMING MOTHERS
& IGNORING FATHERS

3 How to transform
Sto’ the way we keep
Blamlng children safe from
Mothers | domestic viclence
Ignoring e
F-

thers. A

DAVID MANDEL
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